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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARCHANT). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 16, 2011. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable KENNY 
MARCHANT to act as speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

NEW ROUTE FOR STALLED 
KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, in to-
day’s Reuters report, ‘‘Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton Wednesday urged 
claimants to the South China Sea not 
to resort to intimidation to push their 
cause in the potentially oil-rich 
waters, an indirect reference to China 
ahead of a regional leaders’ summit.’’ 

Why are we concerned about crude 
oil in dangerous places of the world? It 
is because we do not have North Amer-

ican energy security, hence the whole 
Keystone XL pipeline debate. 

And we have good news on that front. 
Two days ago, from Lincoln, Nebraska, 
another Reuters article says, ‘‘Ne-
braska and TransCanada agreed on 
Monday to find a new route for the 
stalled Keystone XL pipeline that 
would steer clear of environmentally 
sensitive lands in the State.’’ 

Why is that important? Energy secu-
rity, expediting the permitting process, 
20,000 new jobs immediately, private 
capital, Caterpillar mining trucks, 
Marathon Oil refinery. 

If you live in the Midwest States of 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Michigan, this oil goes directly to re-
fineries and that, which decreases our 
reliance on imported crude oil and 
makes us safe and secure and it creates 
jobs. 

Keystone XL is a no-brainer. This ad-
ministration needs to get off the dime 
and move this process. 

f 

BAKED GOODS, PIZZA, AND SODA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Last December, 
an item caught my eye in the Harper’s 
Index: the rank of baked goods, pizza, 
and soda as sources of calories for 
American children—drum roll, please— 
number one, number two, number 
three. That’s how our children get 
most of their calories; first from baked 
goods, then from pizza, then from soda. 
No wonder we have a national epidemic 
of obesity for our children with life-
time health care consequences, start-
ing with diabetes and then heart dis-
ease. It’s why the military is concerned 
that only one in four young people 
qualify for military service, with obe-
sity being a major factor in that dis-
qualification. 

I salute First Lady Michelle Obama 
in her efforts to spotlight healthy eat-

ing, to help families give their children 
more nutritious choices. But we should 
start with what we are feeding the 31.6 
million children in our schools. The ad-
ministration has taken some small but 
important steps with the Federal part-
nership of this largest food program in 
the country to refine what the stand-
ards are for delivering this important 
service to our children. 

Well, the battle has taken a new 
turn, where Congress is poised to inter-
vene to make sure that pizza continues 
to count as a vegetable and that we 
protect more French fries on the tray. 
Overturning this simple, commonsense 
adjustment for rules—which food nutri-
tion experts and child advocates 
strongly support—is going to be buried 
in the Agriculture appropriations bill 
coming forward. The people who defend 
inflicting this on our children site 
issues of cost, waste, and nutrition. 
Well, you don’t need calorie-laden pizza 
crust to deliver nutrients, and waste is 
not a product of giving people healthy 
choices. 

I invite anybody to come with me, 
visit Abernethy School in Portland, Or-
egon, where parents, students, and fac-
ulty have combined to have an innova-
tive food program where kids grow food 
themselves. They prepare it. They 
study it. They’re healthier and happier. 
Come to the University of Portland, 
where Bon Appetit, an innovative food 
service supplier by providing more 
choices and healthier choices, has cut 
food waste 70 percent. 

But the cost argument is the most 
bogus. We’re talking arguably about 
perhaps as much as 14 cents a meal, 
less than $1.4 billion for a year. That is 
less than Congress has decided that it 
will pay Brazilian cotton farmers be-
cause we don’t have the gumption to 
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